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group, which joins together for sewing once a week, the Centre
has diversified its program of activities with fantastic support
and initiative from volunteers.

The program, held on
Tuesdays and Thursdays, has
now expanded to include
Yoga, English Conversation,
Computer Practice and
Pottery (4-week program).
Recently, regular participants
of the group undertook a
week-long foundational
computer course that
equipped them with a range of
including emailing, uploading photos and

new skills
researching information on the internet. This knowledge will
be built on in a regular weekly session on Tuesday afternoons
with volunteers. Training was provided by Dean from Sydney-
based not-for-profit initiative Work Venturesand the women
connected well with his clear and fun teaching style. We are
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so interested participants should contact the centre.
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volunteer Tania Caro. The Afghan ladies who participated on
the day tried out three different recipes and learnt new
vocabulary related to the tasks. Tania, who hails from
Colombia and now works as a radiation therapist at the PA
Hospital, forged a great ‘
connection  with  the
women. We are
considering supporting a
new, permanent cooking
program for ladies to
share recipes between
cultures, so watch this
space.

Also this year, Romero has been fortunate enough to team
with a collective of enterprising QUT PhD students and
lecturers, led by founding members Kath Horton and Paula
Dunlop, who have formed a group, The Stitchery Collective
which will hold a series of practical workshops for our
women's group focusing on fashion and culture.
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range of new and exciting projects.
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focusing on the refugee experience.
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and volunteers, the Dulwich Centre,
tribute to the strength and character of individuals who have fought adversity and come to call
Australia home. Also coming up is our annual Refugee Film Festival, which will be held at the
State Library Auditorium 1, from 2pm z 5pm Sunday June 19. Held during Refugee Week, this
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however the Centre remains a dedicated and crucial resource for new settlers in the Brisbane
community. Going forward, our focus will continue to be on strengthening communities who
have resettled in Australia, advocacy for those groups of people whose status is yet to be
determined, and expanding our community engagement through the volunteer program. Among
the current projects we are working on is the Directed Persons Program z a three-month
Federal Government pilot which involves Centre volunteers accompanying asylum seekers on
excursions into the community. We are always looking for new volunteers to fill exciting and
rewarding roles such as these. Any interested persons please contact us on 3013 0100.

INSIDE

Meet our new staff

Refugee Film Fest 2011
Exciting new volunteer roles
Detention Centre update
Centre news

HALFWAY through 2011 and the team at the Romero Centre is busier than ever working on a

The coming months, in particular, are a great time for us with a number of events on the

calendar, organised with the help of our dedicated volunteers.

This month, our much-anticipated bookletandCDO51 £ OCAOOAAI A x&T BAAC
borne from the recent Strengthening Families project, will be launched at Parliament House.
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and musician Roz Pappalardo, the booklet and CD are a
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IN FEBRUARY we welcomed new
administrative  officer  Louise
King. A former office manager and
PA for a number of major
companies, Louise, a mother of
four adult sons, has now settled
into a full time role at the Centre. A
talented opera singer, Louise has a
passion for music and previously
belonged to the Queensland Choir
and has performed at the Concert
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Hall. She continues to sing for leisure and enjoys karaoke, as well as other
hobbies such as gardening, knitting and cross-stitch.

Date Crescents

Ingredients

350 grams chopped dates
160ml (2/3 cup) of water
100 grams butter, chilled,
cubed

225 grams (1 1/2 cups)
plain flour

55 grams (1/3 cup) icing
sugar

1 tbs ground cinnamon

1 egg lightly whisked

1 egg white lightly whisked
Castor sugar to sprinkle

-Combine dates and

water in a microwave safe bowl,
cover with a lid and cook for three
minutes or until water is absorbed
to form a paste

-Preheat oven to 180c

-Place the butter, flour, icing sugar
and cinnamon in a bowl or food
processor until the mixture
resembles bread crumbs

-Add egg until combined. Use your
hands to bring it together, divide
the dough in half

-Using a rolling pin, roll a portion
to a 25cm disc of 5mm thickness.
Then place in fridge for 15 minutes
to chill

-Spread half of the date paste over
the dough, leaving a 2cm border.
Then cut the disc into 12 wedges
and roll each one from the widest
end

-Brush each biscuit with egg white
and then sprinkle with castor sugar
Follow the same steps with the
remaining dough

Exciting New Volunteer Opportunities
The Romero Centre is looking for enthusiastic volunteers to fill a variety of
roles. In addition to ongoing vacancies such as tutor positions and
administration support, volunteer opportunities exist in specific programs
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detention visitation, as well as directed persons excursions. Please visit our
website www.romerocentre.org, or call for more information.

FAIZA EL-HIGZI is the new manager of the
Romero Centre. She comes with extensive
experience in both the multicultural
community and State and Federal
Governments. Over the past two and a half
years Faiza worked in Canberra for the
Australian  Agency for International
Development (AusAlD), where she brokered
a partnership with the Brazilian Agency for
Cooperation (ABC) to develop a clean water
program in Haiti after the 2010 earthquake.
She also developed a new funding scheme
that allows for government and academic
agencies in Latin America to exchange
knowledge and staff with their Australian
counterparts.
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began when she arrived in Queensland in
the early 1990s and joined the board of the
)y Ol ATEA 711 AT80 1 001
She then went onto establish the Al-Nisa
Youth Group as a forum for young Muslim
women, and was also the economic advisor
of the national Council for Women,
Queensland Chapter for several years before
moving to Canberra. Faiza grew up in Sudan
where she studied and practised
architecture until she migrated to Australia.
Since then she has completed four post-
graduate degrees and has worked in
strategic policy in government.

Passionate about social justice, Faiza is
looking forward to her role with the Centre
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her future projects is to preserve the vast
amount of information the Centre holds
about the work it has accomplished over the
past 10 years, into a digital library, to
preserve its rich history. Any volunteer
interested in assisting in this task is
welcome to contact the Centre. Faiza has
two children z son Yasseen and daughter
Yassmin, who was awarded Young
Queenslander of the Year in 2010.
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Harmony and Well Being

AS part of a new 711 AT 80
facilitated by Harmony Place
(Multicultural Centre for Mental Health and

program

Well Being), an end-of-UA A O

was held for a group of Afghani women at the

Romero Centre in late December.

Harmony Place worker Shidan Toloui-Wallace
kicked off the day by hosting a session on
happiness delivered in Farsi, followed by a
Yoga class, which was thoroughly enjoyed by

all the ladies.

Lunch was a delicious creation led by Adela
Ghayasi consisting of Afghani kebabs, a fresh
salad and superb Afghani bread (available at
Moorooka Halal butcher z huge, affordable
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such a relaxed time.

Harmony Place directly.

and yummy). To finish we enjoyed a
range of products
kindly donated by the West End Perfect
Potion store. Green clay masks during
lunch provided lots of giggles and stories,
and it was great to see everyone having

Many thanks to our volunteers Marilyn
Ford and Christina Gow for helping things
run smoothly. The ladies also tried out Tai
Chi, fitness stretching, and learnt about
nutrition and mental health management.
If you know of other groups that may
benefit from this program please contact
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Detention Centre Update

FROM the beginning of 2011, the
situation of refugee asylum seekers in
detention centres in Australia has
taken a number of steps backwards,
towards the notorious policies of the
Howard era. The reasons for the
setbacks are both complex and unclear
and it is the duty of policy makers to
bring them to light. So far, initiatives
intended to provide relief for
detainees have instead been hurtful
and discriminatory. Consequently, the
mental health status of the detainees
has suffered.

There has been stark contrast between
the expectations of services provided
and what has really been delivered.
Among them, overcrowding at
Christmas Island, stopping the
processing of applications and delays
in security clearance, thus holding
detainees for no just or legal reason in
the detention.

Lack of communication with the public
in relation to establishing new
detention centres has caused social
disputes and to some degree re-
inflamed old attitudes of prejudice.
The Opposition party has exploited
these opportunities to re-promote

their notorious Nauru detention
centre, TPV visas and even harsher
policies including deportation.

To date seven deaths have occurred in
the detention centres since August
2010. Among them was Meqdad
Hussain (pictured right with family),
who deceased in the Shegra (Weipa
North QLD) detention camp on March
17 2011. Since then his body has been
under investigation. Emirates Airlines
has indicated it would not take the
body without a passport to Pakistan,
where his family resides in the city of
Quetta. The recent detention deaths
are alarming and will have the effect
of tarnishing the good deeds of the
past and present, overshadowing the
positive side of the political program
in the handling of refugee matters.
Once again, against strong
recommendation of the human rights
commissions, there are children in the
detention centres with justifications
providing no relief for their pain.

The alleged Memorandum  of
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government to deport so-A AT 1 AA
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meaningless that a number of

parliamentarians in Afghanistan have
criticised it comprehensively. With
unrest in the Middle East and North
African rapidly increasing, large
numbers of refugees and asylum
seekers will undoubtedly be seeking
refuge here and in Europe.

The efficacy and humanity of our
response to these arrivals is a delicate
issue determined by government

actions. Meanwhile, we, the
community  organisations, have
expressed our  willingness to

cooperate with all positive initiatives
in order to observe and practise the
spirit of the Geneva Convention and
all other international accepted norms
and standards of human rights.

- Hassan Ghulam, Romero Centre
Afghan Community Worker
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made donations to the flood appeal.

i The Romero Centre building was not overly affected by the recent floods in
January being high set in Dutton Park, but we did experience serious roof leaks
and ongoing setbacks with our communications systems. Phone lines and
internet connections of the entire Dutton Street were out of action for the better
part of three weeks which made it very difficult to coordinate assistance to
those affected. Both the Afghani and Iraqi communities quickly organised
response teams and were looking to assist others immediately. A number of
Iraqi families were flooded living in Oxley, Darra, Corinda and Acacia Ridge, so
an evacuation centre was established at the community hall in Kuraby over
three days. The community also participated in clean ups across Brisbane and

U  On February 19, the Iragi community had a well attended election for a new
management committee.

The weekend Arabic School continues to attract increasing numbers of families,
including those from other Arabic speaking cultures. The total number of
children attending the school is now around 60, spread across four levels.
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ROMERO Centre volunteer Andrea
Lunt recently swapped Brisvegas for
the bright lights of the Big Apple as
part of a three-month journalism
internship in New York.
Working for international news
agency the Inter Press Service (IPS)
based at the United Nations
headquarters, she was given the
opportunity to report on a range of
global stories, from Chinese human
rights abuses to elections in Haiti and
OEA DIECEO 1T &£ &
peoples, an issue close to the heart of
all those at Romero.
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(pictured right with UN Secretary

General Ban ki-Moon).
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the  workings of international
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independent news agencies can

positively support grassroots
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Andrea  said her  experience
highlighted the importance of
communicating the message of local
social justice agencies such as the
Romero Centre.
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crucial 'z they bravely hold
governments to account and provide
a platform for voices which might
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Film Fest 2011

FOLLOWINGon from the success of
previous years, the Romero Centre
will once again hold a special film
festival to celebrate Refugee Week.

4EEO UAA @Gb® heldl Grdni
2pm-6pm on June 19 at the State
Library Auditorium 1, will feature a
great line-up of short films, chosen
by the not-for-profit, Sydney-based
Australian Refugee Film Festival.
With a theme of Freedom from Fear,
the festival is an opportunity for
Centre volunteers and friends to
come together and celebrate the
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refugee community.
For updates, visit

www.romerocentre.org, or check out
http://www.youtube.com/user/ARF
F2010.



http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/keywords/justice.html#ixzz1Mlda4vPL
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Trophies were awarded to each winning
team, _as well as for best player, —.F—-—-’
most improved player and best t

behaved player. The Multicultural '
Family Organisation on the Gold
Coast supported the initiative
Friends Again in response to
expressions of interest to continue
the end-of-year soccer event.

Soccer Tournament
Brings Teams From
Across Australia

THE annual Friends AgainAfghan soccer
competition was held from December
27 to 31, 2010 at the Sport Super
Centre, Runaway Bay.

The competition provided an
opportunity for players of different
ethnicities to compete and interact in a
friendly and supportive environment.

Following the success of 2009, a total of
10 teams from South Australia, Victoria,
New South Wales and Queensland
participated in the competition.
Organisers would like to see more states
become involved but distance and travel
costs make this difficult.

The players ranged in age from 17-32
with 95 per cent from Afghanistan and
the remaining players from Iran. The
winning team in the competition was
Maywand from SA, with Bakhtar Glory
of NSW taking second place and Ariana
of NSW in third.

Holding the competition at the end of
the year enables players to combine
their trip to the Gold Coast with a
Christmas holiday at the beach.

Players enjoyed the competition
tremendously and interactions
between teams were very positive
and competitive.

This contributed to greater
understanding of managing conflict
and paving the way for better
understanding among players. The
organisers are very grateful for the
financial support of Mercy Family ®
Services,  Multicultural ~ Family Kiiap
Organisation and Beverly Industry SA,
as well as the number of volunteers,
who all made the event possible.

While international studies have
shown mandatory imprisonment does
1 EOOI AR EZ£& 11 OEEI]
decision to claim asylum in a
particular country, there is strong

Mandatory detention: an
expensive contradiction in
amodern democracy

those seeking asylum in Australia are
expensive and  counter-intuitive.
Mandatory detention, in particular,
has been shown time and time again

@\ WORLD of facts rests outside and to fail in its objectives. It is costly,

beyond the world of wordso - inefficient and, most importantly, has resear(_:h co_rrelatlng indefinite
Thomas Huxley (19th  Century proven detrimental to individuals detention \_Nlth menta_l health
scientist). already suffering from vyears of pr_ot_)lems. With wars raging z and
This is never more true than in the | persecution and denial of freedoms. millions of people across the world
current public discourse  around According to the Asylum Seeker waiting desperately to begin new lives

asylum seekers in Australia, where
emotion and rhetoric continue to
trump sensible debate and reason.
Recently announced changes 2
including the new transfer deal with
Malaysia z combined with the
continued mandatory detention of
individuals arriving by boat have
consolidated the Federal
T OAOTT AT O8O0 AOII
refugee policy.

Apart from adding to the distress of
already fragile men, women and
children, the existing laws directed at

Resource Centre, the cost of detaining
an individual asylum seeker is around
$120 a day or $50,000 PAO UA:
also estimated that the cumulative
figures for building and administering
Australian detention centres since
2001 was $2.854 billion. And the
budget now allocated to detention for
the financial period of 2010-14 is
$1.0008 billion. Alternatively
community detentionz long used to
process asylum seekers who have
arrived by plane z costs a fraction of
OEEO8 ) 06860 Al O

Z the question of refugees is an
enduring concern that requires a
coordinated, international approach.
We all need to step up. But in a
democracy proud of its commitment
to the rule of law and a fair go, placing
001 OCE mahdatérA detention
over universal rights and dignity is an
unsustainable contradiction in terms.
)y £ EOS8 O AAOE Afion séid
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responsibility to ensure reason, logic
and most importantly, compassion,
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debate z Andrea Lunt
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Gratitude
In the night-land of wishes, | am the bird of glory;
Though torn apart and fallen sail from last nightd sborm:
When ship was fighting the waves;
As hopeless, as an old man, fights his death.
Fallen and broken is my name.
Red flowerbeds are my dreams.

Would you be the aura of dawn and dusk?
With you, | shall carry the jar of wine;
While holding glasses in our hands;

Amaze of heights, curls and charm of your nature;
Rising higher and higher with sight of red sparkling eyes;
And going down with each pearl from your face.

My song spreading as the tranquillity of fragrances.

Branches towards sparkling stars;
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- Hassan Sahar aa, 09.04.2011 Willowvale Sunshine State, Australia
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To make a donation or find out more information about Romero Centre please visit
www.romerocentre.org .au

This newsletter was printed by Bulldog Press joe@bulldogpress.com.au




