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Tournament unites Hazaras

HAZARAAfghans from across Austra-
lia gathered on the Gold Coast last
month for some fun in the sun as
part of the
cer and volleyball tournament.

The event was organised by commu-
nity members Latif Jawadi, Qasem
and Hassan Ghulam, Mr Yari and Ali
Baba Karimi, with support from the
Multicultural Development Associa-
tion, Hazara Association of Queen-
sland and Taj Association of Austra-
lia. It was the third tournament of
its kind between Afghan teams in
Australia. Players travelled from
Adelaide, Brisbane, Melbourne and
Sydney for the tournament, which
took place at the Runaway Bay

communi

S

Sports Super Centre. While Adelaide
teams won both the soccer and vol-
leyball events, the real victory of
they ugnamaentnwas the sense -of
community that blossomed between
the players.

According to Hassan Ghulam, the
annual event is an avenue through
which young Afghans, many of whom
are from refugee families, can build
connections with their peers across
Australia. ol n ad
together and the presentation of
abilities in sports, the tournament
also seems to be a motivation for
the players, 806 he
OMy happiness was
conflict and the games ended in a
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very fri endlhthe socaen
competition teams included Mai-
wand (Adelaide), Noor and Bakhtar
Glory (Sydney), and Brisbane Youth,
Brisbane United and Tiger 11
(Brisbane). The winner was Mai-
wand, with Noor second and third
place going to Bakhtar Glory.

The volleyball competition was held
a week before the soccer game,
with teams travelling from Adelaide,

n

dNletboumen Sydreey ape tBtisbaneg

Adelaide took out first prize, with
Melbourne coming in second.
Following the games, the elders of
stlaei ldazara community presented
t theatiophieshte the wimnag teams
and the crowd cheered for the refe-
ree for his outstanding work.
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an important service offered to refugee
clients of the Centre. It has made a signifi- { Py

FUNDRAISER! cant contribution to our ability to serve y -
from a model of best practice. o' ©® P

GENTS don your dapper hats, ladies pull on S0 come along and enjoy an afternoon of & @ Ve ,
some white lace gloves and get ready for delicious delicacies while helping to sup- * e 2
sweet treats and terrific teas at the Ro- Port Brisbaneds refug =% <& =
mero Centreés first annual Ladies and Gen
tlemends Afternoon Tea. Detailsé
The splendid soiree, to be held April 11, What: Romero Centrect

will be our first fundraising event of the

year.

All money raised will go towards funding
the continuation of our social worker posi-
tion and buffering operating costs for the

Centre. The social worker role has become

p

Ladies and Gentlemen's Afternoon
Tea Fundraiser

When: April 11, 2.30pm -4pm
Where: East Brisbhane Community
Centre, 538 Vulture Street

Dress: Dressy causal

al
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From Kat hi|0s
level of support needed. Not an easy task in a re-
Desk PY cession! We provided some advocacy instead and wrote
to the Department and the Minister requesting that as-
surance of support be waived for the remaining three
| HOPE your Christmas was one filled with much laugh- | members. It was granted on 24th of December. Being
ter, joy and family. | spent my Christmas with family, Christmas and an occasion for family it was an appropri-
relaxing and resting. ate time of year to be granted that news!
We are well into another busy year of providing advocacy | We also spent some time in 2009 working with a young
and support to refugees. woman who was trying to gain a visa for her fiancé.
One of the many important services we offer is assis- These two had met in Iran as children/young adults and
tance with completing the government application forms had |l ost contact over the ypars
to enable refugee families to be reunited, or united as again years later through mutual friends. They are very
newlyweds. It is a part of our work that can be incredibly much in love and keen to begin a life together. With
hard and frustrating. The immigration process can take some phone calls on behalf of the couple we are pleased
several months, and as many of us know, being sepa- | to see that he arrived in late December and look forward
rated from our loved ones can be difficult and test even to a wedding in the community.
the most patient! For those ex -TPV holders who have | These two small acts of advocacy take a little time, a lot
been separated from wives and children for a number of of compassion, empathy and understanding on our part
years it is a stressful and anxious time. and have the potential to enhance the lives of these
In the months leading up to Christmas we assisted one | families beyond measure. They enable the ex -TPV hold-
man who needed assurance of support for his wife and | ers to begin the final stages of settlement and really put
five children. Assurance of support requires that for each roots down in their new country. Our advocacy work,
person on the application the sponsor must have about | though demanding, has a profound impact on the refu-
$20,000 in the bank or be earning $35,000 for each indi- | gees we work with. It enables them to build safe and
vidual, (however this varies depending on the application happy lives with their families here in Australia, away
type). This is protection for the state, so that they will from conflict and fear. To be able to con-
not be providing Centrelink payments for the applicants tinue providing these crucial services the centre requires
for at least two years after arrival. As you can imagine, ongoing financial support. Any type of donation, large or
this amount of money is not the easiest to find or accu- small, goes a long way in assisting us to deliver our life -
mulate when you are already sending large sums of | changing work. This year, we will be holding a series of
money overseas to support your family while they wait fundraising events, such as our Ladies and Gentlemen's
for their visa decision to be made. The man we assisted Morning Tea in April and the Refugee Film Festival,
had managed to find assurance of support for three fam- | where you can come along and have some fun while
ily members (a huge feat!) and was struggling to raise helping to raise much -needed funds for the centre... we
the amount needed for the remaining three. He came to look forward to seeing you all there!
us, to see if we would be able to assist in finding the fi Kathi McCulloch, Romero Centre Coordinator
Work Experience Program a Success
A WORK experience program for but the dental group employees and
refugees, organised through the Ro- t hei r patients.
mero Centre, has opened up a world Homa in the practice made my work-
of opportunities for two young Af- mates realise that despite a back-
ghan women while helping to spread gr ound they coul d -
the word about the plight of asylum late to, and a difference in culture
seekers. and religion, the girls are no different
Centre volunteer Amber Smith, an t o t hemsel ves, 6 sh
oral health therapist, last year cre- learnt of their story and their life
ated a program for refugees to re- goals and ambitions and found they
ceive weekly training at her work-  had a lot in common. | feel among ence until she finds paid employ-
place, the Rochedale Dental Group both patients and workmates the pro- ment.
(RDG). gram helped to dispel the myths and | n Homads case, the¢ wor

Two young refugee women, Helai
Farhang and Homa Forotan, were
chosen to participate and spent eight
weeks training at the practice as
chairside assistants, before complet-
ing their placements this month.

Both Helai and Homa originated from
Afghanistan and have dreams of em-
barking on careers in the health
field.

Amber said the training was a posi-
tive experience not only for the girls,

confusion regarding who refugees are
and where they
For Helai, the work experience con-
firmed she would like to embark on a
career in the dental industry.

The 22-year-old is currently pursuing
further education in dental assisting
but eventually hopes to study a
Bachelor of Applied Health Science
(Oral Health) and become an oral
health therapist. Helai will also stay
on with RDG to continue work experi -

has proven invaluable towards her

¢ o mestudlias annmedicine at Griffith Uni-

versity. Her training involved an in-
troduction to clinical practice, pa-
tient care, head and neck anatomy
and dental health, which will all be
relevant to her degree.

Homa, who has never been em-
ployed, also hopes the work experi-
ence will assist her to find a part -
time job as a dental assistant,
around university hours.




Goodbye and
Welcome!

EARLIER this year we said
goodbye to our wonderful vol-
unteer coordinator Emma
Davey, who has left Brisbane to
travel through Spain to pursue
her love of dancing fiand hope-
fully learn the language! Pas-
sionate about social justice,

Emma was a dedicated staff
member who put 100 per cent
into her work at the Centre.

She was a lively and active
participant in our activities and

will be greatly missed. Moving
into the volunteer coordinator
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January. Hailing from Quebec
in Canada, her career has cov-
ered journalism, art history

and more recently volunteer
coordination in the disability

field.

Says Dari a: ol
happy to be part of the process
of initiating constructive ex-

changes between remarkable
volunteers and refugees living
in Australia. The Romero Cen-
tre is a particularly interesting

place to be as it is flexible in

its approach to people. | am
looking forward to joining you

in creative projects to come

and contributing actively in the

development of the communi-

7

Iragi Festival set for April

B R1 S B Alfddi éo®munity is gearing up for the
cityds second annual |
April. Following on from the
aunc cierscsr e0d i B lays t
which attracted hundreds of
people from across Brisbane,
this yeards festival
to be even bigger with deli-
cious food, dancing, music,
art and traditional Iraqi dis-
plays set to entertain
crowds. The day is a great
opportunity f
Iraqi people to celebrate
their heritage, while giving the wider community a
chance to learn about a fascinating, ancient cul-
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role is Daria Andrzejewska,

who started with us in late LlEs

Right: Emma with
Kathi, and left:
the Romero Cen-
tre team

Refugees in the
news

NOT too many weeks have gone by over the past year

when asylum seekers havenét
lines in Australia.
Whet her itds new boats arri

policy announcements or tragedies at sea, the past 12
months have seen the issue of boatpeople re-enter the
national consciousness.

Already this year, the inquest into the explosion of the
SIEV 36 asylum seeker boat has taken place in Darwin.
Five asylum seekers died in the explosion off Ashmore
Reef in April last year and a further 40 were badly in-
jured. It is hoped the outcome of the inquest will go to-
wards creating better policies for how the Australian
Navy deals with asylum seeker boats at sea.

Unstable conditions and conflicts in regions such as the
Middle East and South Asia continue to influence the
steady numbers of refugees seeking asylum in Australia.
More than 600 asylum seekers have arrived here by boat
this year. In January, refugee advocates Project Safecom
reported an asylum seeker vessel carrying 102 people,
which left Indonesia bound for Australia almost five
months ago, had gone missing.

Unfortunately relatives of those on board the vessel,
many of whom are thought to be Afghans, are still wait-
ing for news. The Romero Centre has sent letters to Im-
migration Minister Chris Evans and Indonesia requesting

supported b

this
V ih&v8 ence ada Beddink b Rey iksle asil Both Pafti€sSalgde

yuret he Centre. 6
Detalils...
What: Queensland Iraqi Festival
When: April 17, 10am -4pm
Where: Mary Mac Hall, 616 Ipswich
Road, Annerley

WE would like to extend a huge thank you to Julian Burn-
side for his latest contribution to the Centre and his on-
going and unwavering support.

The Romero Centre has also received funding from Multi-
cultural Affairs Queensland and Brisbane City Council o
assist the Iraqi community to hold its second annual Festi-
val Day on April 17. And our appreciation to the Sisters of
Mercy for their ongoing support.

information, yet so far we have not received a response.
Afghan community members have been searching for the
boat for months and will continue with their campaign in
the hope of uncovering clues as to what happened.

While there have been encouraging signs that Australia is
moving forward with its approach to asylum seekers, the
dgpd8ts Bf drnfef imidyaion h&iMes stilt Bnged. -As the
countdown to eards Fe

their border protection and immigration policies. Federal
Opposition Leader Tony Abbott has already indicated that if
elected he would return to a hardline stance on asylum
seekers, by creating a cl as
manent residency to those granted protection, similar to
the Temporary Protection Visas which existed between
1999-2008. The Romero Centre has warned against any type
of revival of the disastrous TPV legacy. This visa was a re-
corded failure, creating two classes of refugees, and forc-
ing more women and children onto the boats to seek asy-
lum. The Opposition has also suggested increasing offshore
processing of asyl um s e ek the
family reunion component in the annual migration program,
which will make it even harder for refugees in Australia to
be reunited with loved ones still living overseas. Many Ro-
mero Centre clients already report difficulties raising the

|l arge amounts of Oassurance
quired to bring family members to live in Australia.  Now,
itds more i mportant than ev
the ongoing debate about asylum seekers to keep our fel-
low Australians informed of the facts, debunk the myths
and avoid the hysteria and hurtful policies of the past.
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