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Ramadan ends

Eid ul Fitr

Refugee and Asylum
Seekers Info Session

SIEV X Commemoration

Melbourne Cup Day

International Volunteer Day
and Volunteer Christmas barbecue

Declaration of Human Rights

Christmas Day

Boxing Day

IN OTHER NEWS...

THE ROMERO Centre is working with Employ-
ment Services QLD and John Parke to run NEIS,
a small business programme for people who
may have good ideas but do not know how to
go about starting their own business. The
course provides Certificate IV in small business
training, mentors and access to interest-free
loans. We would like to offer the chance to
interested people to sponsor someone on the
course to increase the interest-free loan. Cur-
rently it is $800.

For more info ring Kathi McCulloch on 3846
3250

WE WOULD like to congratulate the Multicul-
tural Development Association for its recent
World Refugee Day Community Festival, held
at the Annerley Soccer Club grounds on June
28. Refugees from dozens of cultures and con-
tinents gathered on the day, to celebrate Bris-
bane’s community diversity. Featured at the
event were Ethiopian, Congolese and Somali
and Sudanese dancers along with authentic
food and drinks from up to 50 stalls.

ROMERQO RESOURCE LIBRARY

OVER our nine years’ existence, books about asylum seekers and refugees
have been donated to the Romero Centre. Some are well worn and many
have not been returned. Please, if you are one of the borrowers, come visit
us and return the books so others can read them. Donations of relevant books
are always welcome. We still have students and new volunteers who
appreciate use of our collection.
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WE WOULD like to thank the Presentation Sisters for
their ongoing generous support of our work and
those individuals who regularly donate to the cen-
tre. Your support is greatly appreciated and really
sustains the work we do.

We would also like to acknowledge the ongoing and
unwavering support of our work by the Sisters of

Thank you, Thank you,
Thank you!

Mercy. The Romero Centre also received funding
from the Department of Immigration and Citizenship
for settlement work and the Residential Tenancies
Authority to conduct info sessions on the State’s new
tenancy laws. We also received a Catholic Religious
Australia QLD grant for a Strengthening Families nar-
rative-based research project.

BESIDES specific projects,
the Romero Centre also
needs donations for more
general refugee relief. This
is used for a wide variety of
needs - families whose lim-
ited budgets leave no room
for extra health costs, unex-
pected school expenses, fees
for an employment-related
training course and driving
lessons. When a member of
the family is working, these
things are usually not a
problem, but for families or
individuals on minimal gov-
ernment benefits, they can
be insurmountable. We also
need to raise funds for the
day-to-day expenses of run-
ning the centre - upkeep,
wages and provide hospital-
ity to visitors.

Any donation you can make
will make a difference and
you may wish to nominate
the purpose of the donation
you are making.

Donations over $2.00 are tax
deductible. Cheques should
be made payable to the Ro-
mero Centre.

The Romero Centre is a pro-
gramme of Mercy Family Ser-
vices. We are grateful for
their support and the sup-
port of the various individu-
als who have generously do-
nated to the Centre.

Cut this slip and send in with your donation
or to advise of a deposit into our account:

Romero Centre,
PO Box 6115
Buranda, QLD 4102

Name

Wish List!

The Romero Centre is always looking for ‘Wish List’ items to
assist in improving client services and facilities. If you are
able to assist in any way, please contact the centre.

Client Needs

Sewing machines,

Computers/printers (only in working order),
Exceptional circumstances fund (loans and payments),
Fabric for our women’s sewing group

Electronic donations

We are now able to provide donations by electronic transfer. If
you prefer to donate in this way, please follow the steps below.
1. In the lodgement reference please include your initial, sur-
name and ‘Romero’.

2. Complete and send in the name and address slip below.

On receipt of this information will be able to ensure that your
donation is correctly identified and issue a receipt to you.

Our bank details are:

Sisters of Mercy, Mercy Family Services

ANZ, Virginia

014 275 775237628

Book Sales

Remember that we have a number of books for sale. Call the
office or come and visit.

Freeing Ali: The Human Face of the Pacific Solution by Michael
Gordon — $15

Rescuing Afghanistan by William Maley — $20

Acting from the Heart: Australian advocates for Asylum Seekers
tell their stories — $22

The Rugmaker of Mazar-E-Sharif by Najaf Mazari and Robert Hill-
man — $25

Human Rights Overboard by Linda Briskman, Susie Latham, Chris
Goddard — $35

Blind Conscience by Margot O’Neill — $33

DVD: Freedom or Death $25

Address

Post Code

Electronic transfer?

Amount $

Many thanks for your continuing support of our work.
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INSIDE...

Book Reviews — Raising My
Voice by Malalai Joya & Bare-
foot Ladies by Dina Saleem

Welcome to Romero — new
social worker Jason Macleod

Volunteers update

Romero Centre upcoming
events

Clockwise from top
# left: Crowds mingle
at the Romero Cen-
tre refugee film
festival, a musician from
local band Waziz performs
and volunteers and organ-
isers Jacquie Green, Bron-
wen Cottle and Catherine
Williams.

ROMERO REFUGEE FILM FESTIVAL —

REFUGEE plights and questions of
fear in society were the main is-
sues explored at the Romero Cen-
tre’s first ever Refugee Film Festi-
val held in June.

Almost 90 guests gathered on the
night, enjoying thought-provoking
films, speeches, Middle Eastern
music, drinks and munchies at BE-
MAC, the former Immigration De-
pot under the Story Bridge at Kan-
garoo Point.

A meet and greet session kicked
off the event, where guests
snacked on Afghan treats against
the sounds of local band Waziz.

With a theme of Freedom from
Fear the festival featured three
short films, See Through Me, Free-

dom or Death and Pacific Solution,
which covered the stories of Mid-
dle Eastern and Somali refugees
who had escaped their countries
in search of asylum in Australia.

Speeches and discussion followed
the films with Chaman Shah Na-
siri, a Hazara Afghan refugee and
former Nauru detention centre
detainee, taking the podium.

Romero Centre coordinator Kathi
McCulloch said the festival pro-
vided an opportunity for guests to
form a deeper understanding of
refugees.

" "With the festival, we wanted to
use the medium of film to provide
information for the broader com-
munity,’’ she said.

“We hope that more information
will assist the people of Brisbane
to think deeply about the issues,
assist with making compassion-
ate choices and ultimately assist
their refugee neighbours to set-
tle and enjoy living in this lovely
city.”’

The success of the festival is a
credit to the months of hard
work by event organisers and
Romero Centre volunteers Bron-
wen Cottle, Jacquie Green and
Catherine Williams, who was also
the MC on the night.

Thanks also goes out to the girls’
partners Kayne and Dan, who
gave invaluable support, and
volunteers Sayaka and Tegan.







